
 

Children get fresh setting for visits 

Brandy Ramirez Special to the Standard-Times 
Friday, July 10, 2009  

 

Hanging from the ceiling of the Kite Room are the cartoon-like figures of the 2008 Beijing Olympics mascots. 

The floating white kites are marked with paintings of the smiling creatures, arranged among dangling maroon 

ribbons. The artistic concept travelled from China to bring hope to children in the Concho Valley, those in the 

custody of Child Protective Services who have supervised visits with their parents in the state building on South 

Oakes Street. 

Until recently, the rooms were dismal and decrepit, but volunteers and artists have brightened and restored 

them. 

Artist Cycris Ho was involved in the project. She said Thursday at an open house that the kite symbolizes 

freedom, something she wants the children in custody of Tom Green County Child Protective Services to 

realize.  

“We can control (freedom) if we want to,” she said. “There are no strings attached. The kids can go anywhere.” 

The Thursday gathering was organized by employees and volunteers of Tom Green County CPS to thank Ho 

and four other local artists — Dr. Benedict C. Sum, Chrys Carter, Victoria Sum and Thomas Clemens — for 

their work. 

“The rooms had not been painted for 10 years,” said Susan Boone, board member for Greater Concho Valley 

Community Partners for Children, who was in charge of overseeing the renovations. She said the artists 

donated their evenings and weekends to transform the “filthy” and “torn” rooms into a “clean and safe 

environment” for the children. 

“I don’t think we could do our job without rooms like this,” said Angie Voss, investigation program director for 

CPS. 

Voss said there are approximately 300 children in CPS custody from the 13-county Concho Valley. The two 

visitation rooms, she said, are constantly in use. 



Carter, Sum and Clemens, members of Angelo State University’s art fraternity, Kappa Pi, heard about the 

project through Dr. Sum, an assistant professor of art at ASU who was approached by Boone to assist with the 

renovations. 

They remodeled what they and staff members call the Chalkboard Room, an 11-foot by 10-foot room now 

brightly arrayed in light blue, teal, yellow and purple with a large chalkboard as its central feature. 

“It took us three days all together,” Carter said. The group wanted to do something for the children that was not 

“too artsy or too old.” 

Benedict Sum and Ho said the kites in the other room hold a wealth of symbolic meaning. “Kites are always 

upwards,” Ho said. “They are colorful, like life.” 

“It’s wonderful,” Sum said. “The children are in a better environment. These rooms were bad and dirty before.” 

Through anonymous donations, Boone raised $2,000 for the project. She said the state does not have the 

money for these types of renovations. 

“The donations and fundraising supports case workers and staff, so workers can take care of children,” Boone 

said. 

In addition to the new art and decor, the rooms also got new furniture and flooring. 
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